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ABOUT BTS

The Bureau of Transportation Statistics (BTS) informs public 
and private decision making with information on the extent 
and use of the transportation system, how well the system 
performs, and the effects of transportation on society and 
the environment.

BTS, part of the U.S. Department of Transportation’s 
Research and Innovative Technology Administration, is one 
of the 13 Federal statistical agencies. Created by Congress 
in 1991, the Bureau collects, analyzes, and disseminates 
a wide range of information on all forms of transportation. 
Major products include the Transportation Statistics 
Annual Report, the Commodity Flow Survey, the National 
Transportation Atlas Database, and a wide range of statistics 
on commercial aviation. Over 300 tables in National 
Transportation Statistics and State Transportation Statistics 
highlight the variety of topics covered by BTS. BTS is also 
the home of the National Transportation Library.

For further information, see www.bts.gov. To ask a librarian 
about statistical information, call 800-853-1351. To subscribe 
to BTS Twitter reports, go to twitter.com/transportstats.
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We put transportation  
on the map!
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Total Travel by Trip Purpose, 2009

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Transportation, Federal Highway Administration, 2009 National Household 
Travel Survey, available at http://nhts.ornl.gov, as of April 2013.
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Transit
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home
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Walk
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Other
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Bike
(0.6%)

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Census Bureau, 2011 American Community Survey,
table B08006, available at http://www.census.gov/acs/www/index.html, as of October 2013.

How People Get to Work, 2012

Aircraft arriving late
(41.4%)

Air carrier delay
(31.9%)

NAS delay
(22.5%)

Extreme weather
(4.0%)

Security delay
(0.1%)

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Transportation, Research and Innovative Technology Administration, Bureau 
of Transportation Statistics, Office of Airline Information, available at www.bts.gov as of October 2013.

U.S. Airport Delays by Cause, 2012
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available at: http://www.nhtsa.gov/FARS as of September 2013.
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SOURCE: U.S. Department of Transportation, Federal Highway Administration, Freight Analysis Framework, version 3.4, 2013.
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 Value of U.S. Merchandise Trade by Coasts and Borders: 1951–2012

SOURCE: 1951-1970:  U.S. Department of Commerce, Census Bureau, Historical Statistics of the United States, Colonial Times to 1970, Bicentennial Edition (Washington, DC: 1975); 1970-2000: U.S. Department of Commerce, Census Bureau, Statistical Abstract of the United States (Washington, DC: 
annual issues); 2000-2011:  U.S. Department of Commerce, Census Bureau, Foreign Trade Division,  FT920 - U.S. Merchandise Trade: Selected Highlights (Washington, DC: annual issues). Implicit GDP Deflator:  U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of Economic Analysis, Current-Dollar and “Real” Gross 
Domestic Product, available at www.bea.gov as of August 30, 2012.
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